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68o THE GEOGRAPHICAL REVIEW 

were made in Utah seventy-five years ago. From this beginning the evolution of the 
legal and social institutions of irrigation has been rapid, and a wide diversity of results 
has been achieved. 

This evolution, as it has gone on in Utah, has been conscientiously reviewed in the 
present bookv The story is told in simple language and illustrated with bits of early history 
that serve their purpose well. 

One of the best features of the book is the account of how the doctrine of riparian 
rights, which comes to us from English common law, has been modified by the need of 
validating the right to appropriate water for beneficial use. This account is simply stated 
and well illustrated by specific cases. 

The author holds strong views as to what is sound irrigation law and what is not. He 
believes that appropriated water should be appurtenant to definite tracts of land and 
that in the arid states the actual ownership of the water should remain with the public, 
that is with the state. 

It is clear that seventy-five years has not been long enough, in Utah at least, to work 
out and put into practice a satisfactory body of irrigation laws and adequate machinery 
for their administration. 

It is unfortunate the work is marred by lack of editing. This is shown in the needless 
repetition of some of the cases cited as well as by a certain monotony of treatment. 

C. S. SCOFIELD 

A Reference Work on Central America 

Karl Sapper. Mittelamerika. 124 pp.; map, bibliogr., index. (Auslandswegweiser, 
herausg. von dem Hamburgischen Welt-Wirtschafts-Arciv und dem Ibero-ameri- 
kanischen Inst., Vol. 5.) L. Frie'derichsen & Co., Hamburg, 1921. T}4 x $yi inghes. 

A work by Sapper on Central America is always an event of geographic importance 
because of his devotion to the geography of this region and his many contributions to it. 
The present work is important not because of any contribution to geographical theory but 
for its systematic treatment of the geographic and economic elements of Central America. 
It is a standard reference book on the subject, with up-to-date statistics and statistical 
analyses and explanations, together with an excellent map in color, on the scale 
I : 10,000,000. Throughout the book there is attention to the outstanding geographical 
controls, and this makes the organization of the material particularly valuable. The 
strong regional contrast between the Atlantic and the Pacific slopes of Central America 
is brought out and forms, in fact, a dominant note in the life of the region from the earliest 
settlement down to the present time. 



